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News Release


For immediate release
agricultural opportunities Diversified

for growers in Sand Plains region

SIMCOE , ONTARIO, NOVEMBER  12, 2011 – Producers in the Sand Plains Region will benefit from increased marketing of their alternative crops with a new investment from the Government of Canada. The Honourable Diane Finley, Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development Canada announced today an investment of up to $73,000 to the Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association. 

“This investment is about doing the ground work to see what crops will grow best in the Sand Plains region,” said Minister Finley, on behalf of Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz. “Our Government remains focused on the economy, and projects like this help our agriculture producers strengthen their businesses and in turn the overall Canadian economy.”

Erie Innovation and Commercialization (EIC) is a four year project led by the Ontario Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association. EIC focuses on helping former tobacco growers diversify their growing opportunities, increase their production capacity as well as help boost the economy in the region. The administrative support will help the organization provide additional training opportunities, marketing activities (such as a website, brochures and a tradeshow booth) and consultations with various stakeholders to attract more investment in the sector of the Sand Plains.  

This investment is being provided through the Sand Plains Community Development Fund administered by the Ontario Association of Community Futures Development Corporations. The fund targets community-based initiatives that support regional development, attract and retain people and investment, and stimulate business development and job creation.  

For more information on the Sand Plains Community Development Fund, please visit www.ontcfdc.com or www.sandplains.ca.
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